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About Feed Ontario

Feed Ontario (formerly Ontario Association of Food Banks) is a network of 1,200 direct and affiliate
hunger-relief agencies and programs that are united in their work to address and prevent hunger and
poverty.

In the last year alone, our network served over 510,000 adults, children, and seniors who visited our
services more than three million times. This submission has been formally endorsed by 43 organizations
across Ontario (see Appendix).

Submission
Feed Ontario would like to put forward the following recommendations for the 2020 Ontario budget:
1. Close the gap between Ontario’s social assistance rates and the poverty line

Ontario’s poverty line (or Market Basket Measure) is, on average, $20,057 per year for a single person;
however, Ontario Works and the Ontario Disability Support Program provide only $8,796 or $14,028 per
year, respectively.! This means that program participants experience a shortfall between $5,640 - $12,948
(or $470 to $1,079 per month) when trying to balance their income against the cost of even their most
basic necessities.

What’s more, this shortfall is growing, as the income provided by Ontario Works and ODSP has not been
maintained alongside inflation. In 2018, the monthly income gap of Ontario Works, for example, fell $877
below the poverty line — one year later, it now falls $908 below the poverty line.

Feed Ontario requests that the Government of Ontario include increased support for Ontario Works and
ODSP recipients in its 2020 budget. Further, it requests the development of a social assistance research
commission to advise on social assistance rates and policies, as outlined in Bill 60.

Market Basket Measure to Social Assistance Income
(Monthly expenses/ income — indexed to 2019 dollars)

Geography MBM oDsP ow ;';:; Fal Z'::l"h"
Rural Areas $1,639 $1,169 $733 -$470 -5906
Small population $1,630 $1,169 $733 -5461 -$897
Medium population $1,528 $1,169 $733 -$359 -§795
Large urban $1,646 $1,169 $733 -$477 -$913
Ottawa — Gatineau $1,790 $1,169 $733 -$621 -$1,057
Hamilton $1,655 $1,169 $733 -5486 ‘l -5922
Toronto $1,812 $1,169 $733 5643 -$1,079




2. Retain the current definition of ‘disability’ under the Ontario Disability Support Program

In Ontario, 1 in 3 individuals who access food banks
indicate ODSP as their primary source of income. If
the definition of ‘disability’ is narrowed to exclude
episodic illness, it is likely that many of these
individuals will no longer qualify for this support and,
consequently, fall into deeper levels poverty.

Further, as stated by 80 health care and service
groups in a letter provided to MCCSS in fall 2019,
reducing eligibility will result in worse health
outcomes for those currently accessing ODSP, and
come at a greater cost to the province through

increased stress on Ontario’s health care system.3

Conditions that can Result in an Episodic Disability

e Anxiety e (Cancer

e Arthritis e Crohn’s Disease

e Bipolar Disorder e Multiple Sclerosis

e Lupus e Post-Traumatic
Stress Disorder

e Parkinson’s e Epilepsy

Disease
e Diabetes e Depression

Feed Ontario requests that the provincial government retain its current definition of disability, ensuring

that Ontarians, when faced with debilitating illness, are able to access the support they need.

3. Retain the clawback on earned income under Ontario Works and ODSP at 50 percent

Sample Net Monthly Income of Ontario Works
Recipient that is Working Part-Time

Hours Worked 23 23
After Tax
income $1,242 $1,242
(with LIFT credit)
Max. OW

733 733
Support > S
Clawback -6521 -§707
Remaining

212 26
OW Support $ s

1 Retrieved from:

the
government’s decision to cancel

Feed Ontario commends provincial
increasing

clawbacks under the social assistance programs.

As the provincial government continues to
evaluate Ontario Works and ODSP, Feed Ontario
requests that current clawback

rates are

maintained or decreased. This will ensure
clawbacks do not act as a disincentive to work or
create further barriers for individuals working

towards financial stability.

https://www12.statcan. gc.ca/census-recensement/2016/ref/dict/tab/ t4 5-eng.cfm;

https://www.mcss.gov.on.ca/en/mcss/programs/social/directives/index.aspx#ow

https://www.mcss.gov.on.ca/en/mcss/programs/social/odsp/

2 https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/bills/parliament-42/session-1/bill-60

3 https://defenddisability.files.wordpress.com/2019/10/letter-to-hon.-min-smith-on-odsp.pdf
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https://www.mcss.gov.on.ca/en/mcss/programs/social/odsp/
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